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Henry Johmson:,
Mayor

sohnson’s Depot
Johnson Cily, TN

In July 1857, a post
office was opened with
Henry Johnson as Postmaster.
Johnson had served as Postmaster
of “Blue Plum.”
Residents of the village
now called “Johnson’s Depot”
eagerly awaited the first
train coming from Virginia
set to arrive in August.

Blue Plum was
near Bosch Braking Co.
on Milligan Highway.




Collector’s 0 B oex

Mail Delivered by Henry Johnson




The “Stage Road”
West Market Street

-

...Main Road from Winston-Salem

to Knoxville




Johnson’s Depot by Ted Laws
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FII;I\T CLARNS,
. JOHRNSOKNS to

*BRISTOL, Tenn.
LU einnn

en'l Pass. & Tkt Ag’t.




Trains Loave. Trains Arrive.
Ace ) Mix |Maill Mls Irs.| Mail Mix | \h‘('
AL ML AL ML | STATIONS. P M.
720%132' o [......Bristol?..... *n 10., g 50|
8z0 608 11 |.......Unjon,...... 6oy 85y
0 IO 6 17 2\ ’$ ;’"-' 5 37' 3 o5
4‘,4'](-};4 -l { SON'S...... , 521 ,3R
-n.,: 732| 32 |.....Jonesboro’. ... '| 457! 655!
|1 30! BoS|| 43 |.....Limestone, ... 423 545)
tr 55 816! 4 IFullens 4 12 2o
12 55 8'5al| 86 |.... Greeneville ... 330 4 25
155 un;' 55 |vreess Midway.. | 304 315,
1371 Q 52| 7 l\n"cr'-\ ille lum 237! 150
4 27110 1_'1 3 Rwsnllvullc oy e 1 55' t 10

5 r.-lro 371 88 ..., Morristown .... N 13452358

5531 n’.'f Qf Talbot's...... I o2 !l[ g0
6 17[11 20 tor |.. . Mossy Creek.. .. 12 48i11 20|
G 42|11 34 :x":)r, ... Newmarket, . X2 341045
7azi1zob 113 |.Strawberry l'l.lmk | "l12 0k 1000
Boa 122720 [.....McMillan's.. ..., 11144- G 20
Brz 1254 130 |..... Knoxville?,. .. i1t ¥5) ¢

East Tennessee &Virginia Railroad
1857 — Arrived at Johnson’s Depot from Bristol

1858 — Completed West to Knoxuville
The ET&V RR is now the Norfolk-Southern RR
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1870s - The East Tennessee &
Western North Carolina Railroad
IS Chartered

In 1870 the little town of Johnson City had 500
residents and grew to a population of 685 by 1880.
The most legendary narrow gauge railroad in America,
called the “Tweetsie” would help set off a tremendous boom.....
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1882 Buildingthe = |~
“Narrow Gauge” ET&WNC Railroad |
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It to transport the rich iron deposits at Cranberry, North Carolina to

ty for use in foundries or to ship via other railways to distant markets.

The ET&WNC was bu
Johnson C




") FAST TENNESSEE AND

WiESTERNNORTHCAROLINAR
CRANBERRY

To JOHNSON CITY

Good for One Passage when properly
stamped by an agent of the Company.

F‘Z.m %ﬂ%@@

Vice-Prasidant & Snpt







Inthelorge E Tcmd
¢ Neardohnson Cl

Narrow Gauge = 3’ Rails -
Standard Gauge = 4’8” Rails

Narrow Gauge railroads could navigate extreme
m untalnous terrals
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In 1884, former Union Civil War
General John T. Wilder, a
famous railroad and mining

capitalist moved
to Johnson City
from Chattanooga.

J. T. Wilder, of Chattaooga,
accompanied by Messrs. Stead,
Henson and Ferguson, norhern
capitalists, arrived in our city on
the 4 o'clock A. M* train Mmday
and left at 6 o’clock over e k.
T. & W. N. C. R.R. for Crarberry
Mines, to inspect the Nineral
and Mining interests i that
locality. :

Johnson City Enterprise
April 7, 1883




General Wilder developed hotels
in Roan Mountain and Johnson
City as well as the new industrial
Suburb/Boom Town of
Carnegie. His Johnson City
visitors included the
British Duke of Marlborough,
Grandfather

of Winston Churchill.
Wilder was Vice-President
of the new Charleston,
Cincinnati and Chicago (3-C’s)
Railroad Company —
headquartered in Johnson City.
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JUHISUH CITY Tiis Futirs

RON- and STEEL :
lum:tuug (ntr of the B | CRANBERRY MINES §

SO UTH , ¥ Iron ore deposits near

e ey "l here were mined from ="

atarw's' St for: th Hudlcﬂon of- e (ot [ ca 1826 until 1930
(ELEBRATED” CEARBERRY
- STEEL  PRODUCING ORES-:-

THE ONLY TOWN IN THE SOUTH
WHERE BESSEMER PIG CAN BE
MANUFACTURED AT 810 T e e e
PER TON.

sounson arry, gy, cons or e ous- | Jo T WILDER Pres't, . W: HARGRERNES, Sup't. ). . CORE, Sec’y and Trea

BTANTIAL YOUNG CITIFM OF T BOUTIH —

~=  GARNEGIE TRON COMPANY

Jolmson City i locatcd 106 miles
Northcast of Knoxville at the inter-
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The “Boom Town of Carnegie”

Carnegie Hotel

3-C’s Railroad Offices
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The 3-C’s Railroad: The Road to Prosperity?

Look Out for Johnson's - Our New Railroad
From the Johnson City Comet; October 28, 1886.

Attention 1s given to the full report of the railroad meeting at Charleston on
September 30. From present indications it is only a matter of time of a few
months before vou will take the tramn in Johnson City and go to Charleston
or Cincinnati without change. Then look out for Johnson's. When the
coal of Kentucky and the ron ore of North Carolina meet. Johnson City
will be the Birmingham of Tennessee. Land has already been purchased on
which to erect furnaces as soon as coal can be brought here at reasonable
rates. It 1s a well known fact that the Cranberry ron makes the finest
Bessemer steel and the Kentucky coal has also been found to be the best
suited for that purpose. Colonel T. E. Matson has been appointed chief
engineer and will make headquarters at Johnson City and will begin locating
in both directions from this point.

All aboard for Cincinnati! Bus leaves hotel in fifteen minutes.




51,288,051,

These Ate The _Startling fig-
ures Which Tell of

The Growth and Activity of The
Plucky, Magnetic City

In 1891--Complete List of Improve-
ments During the Year.

What town can beat it?

There can be no doubt that the im-
provements in Johnson City during
1891 amount to more than those of
any previous year in the history of the
town, except it be 1890, when money
was more plentiful and there was noth-
ing but life and activity on every
hand. ~

For a year of financial tringency
when every wheel of Southern pro-
gress seems to have been reta:ded, the
improvements in our town ﬁguro up
surprisingly.

More than a million and a quarter
of dollars have been expended in
plants, business blocks, school houses,
residences, street improvements, wa-
ter works rallroada, etc.
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EIGHTH YEAR.

SUPRERE COURT BECISIONS.

| was gha 000 vunces and the amount

—_—

aportans Uwstoms Cases (n Hllineds |

sad Senthern Sew Tork Confirmed. . !

Qther Cases Dispossd UF.

1 Awetnlased Trew 1o Tha Comet i

Wannimeros, April 14, —The United |

Labee Hnpreme Uoors wo-day affrmeed

JOHNSON CI

the Treasury Department fo-¢ay
purchased was 345,000 oubces A
9795 & 980s
silver 2t the lecal points daring the
the

The )l,w\!v.nr\ Of

cerrent mentha, and up U
class of business Jaet Satusday, ag

dgments of Circait Courte for Tt | erapate 335,571 ounces.

sie and Scathern New York (o the

apoclant curlon: cases of Beabacger, |
lector st Chioago, against Farwel!
i otbers, and Mepnse, ocollestoc at

"y, poder e st of 1868 o woolen
o goods in which wery wight
sounia of had bees mized o

-———

COUNT EEIXHOLD DEAD.

———

Bx-Beeretars Duyard's Son.la Law of
ew Yoak sseiose Bdwand Lyoke & Few ¥aoks e Usespeciedly
Gfur, b regerd vodlse prger rato T-" oy

Leacelated Preag 1o The Comet
Witwisaroy Ape 1

Helodold A. Lewcohaupt, $id sud
denly at bie hosoe No, 1107 Advaw

-
¥
s
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¥,
mained gndotveloped, but which
wow entering into the fall curres
Ahe remsrkable flood of encrgees

FORMAL OPENING.

Th ] : ‘ [ l B u :‘. m ""h\;lgiﬂh-' fod Ly estend A Inost
Karveoms Wealh, pw e, ooneluded by estendiog

.l
,

! who crassed the waters and came here
10 help bulid up the new world !

limt Tﬂmr, u b»‘l‘“w {R,,"Mr fove made s few plessant r-

UESDAY MORNIMG, APRIL 14,

A |
- Tha Yarty Will Be Royally Recleved
I

fearty welcome to the Foglishmen |

VOL 1. NO 1

are than 2000 circolars. He bad
e display of Exst Teunsesce mi
! on cxhibition, s pronsiaent fe
heing a pig of Cranberry ore,
Thie faithfo!l worker arranged whi
P theee for low rates from Decater |
- TR Sohimen Oity, and says theco will |
CATEve fn he 0ltF |y prund excareion in June.
ek p.om P —
Besides the president there are in]  BLUSMING GIRL ORADUATES.
Uhe party Mea Harrison, Mre MeKee
Mrs. Dimmick, Mr, and Mrs. Russl] | Blocution Rocital by Minses Earnes

THE FRESURENT CUMING,

at Johzson Uity and ¥r. Narrisen
Wil Make & Speech,
Harrison, Presdent
el States
Sothern wnp

Besjumin

the

to-day at 2:15 o°

1

Mill i 'mu‘u d 1“. .l. srke ia behall of bis company, snd

bty Bt 1
Train of Excarsiosists.

3 ;ﬂ!s |ie gemeral and sald (bat this was the

pariy thiey had beea hokiog forwand | rementativesiof the Prosa Asociations
10 with much (nterest |

53 that Joboson City wes the place . Moatch ana Mre, Mahew.
. | Hareison, Postmasier General Weo: ;
hied beon ._'°°"" for. He extanded | o yor, Marsha! Rousdell, Mr. sed

R e 1
Dwosty sovadlal sidivres 1o the poarly | w e cius W A, My .

"o 9’ Q
the President's stenographer, and top

g . The President has accepled «n invi
Capt. Morria made o dow retsarka in tation 10 siddress the pecple of Jobne

was bright wit

| Wesleyan Hall
v il

nocy lemt tveming e L.

crawded, sud the audionce was larg
Iy componed of young tedies, some
whom wore hata like inverted sou

derto lower the clamification of the sreet in thia clty ehortly siter 6
wde. The Wariff sot of 1543 provided | o'cleck this moraing, of (yphoid fever.’
Al drems goods composed 1o pert | His floees war short and o0 one oub- |
iy of wool should pay » duly of wide of bis imsmeaiste family wm
senia par yard, and 35 per cent ad | wware that bis ile was in peri! wotil
dorem, sod where composed wholly | the sad mess of bie death wes s
ool should pay ¥ cents per yard, counced the was married Apeil dad,
W80 per cent ad valorem. The to Mis Ellen, oldest deughier of Kx

Iporiens, #0 wa Lo eecure & lower |
sesifloation, introduced from 2 W 6
¢ eons. of cotton into the warp of |
o gooda. The eviden e showed Lhat |
won could Dot be detected exonpt|
| very export imepeotion, aad that b
ot a8 moch, il pot more, 10 msaU
sture guods with Lhese outlons )
reade thao  wholly of wool, The |
lootor socundiagly imposed & docy {
et sive clnssificating lur all woolen
od), The lower oovrts agd this)
urt sumaioed their deciwons thas |
Coogress did pot nsake any peo-|
Wou s2 W whal smount of costow
ust be (o goods in order 0 secure &
wer doty, that importers had a night
mix sy guaniiy of cetion, Do
staer how small, in order W secure s
wer ke, i
The court 1o day diamissed the writ)

Seoreiary Bayard. He war aliached
0 the Beediph Logativn during
Cleveland’s  sdmicisiration, bot
came o Wilmiogion some linve
ago to Jearn practical ship-buildiog
and iron workiog is the shop of Har
lan and Hollingsworth, He was .
ted, wealthy and

nsd become 8o excelvel workman
-

Warld's Falr Commissioner
By Lasdcinied Fross to Tae Comdd
Wasnisoros, April 13 —The Prew
dont to-day appointed Chas F. A
Bieldy, of Fionde, 1o be & commia
sinner of the World's Fair lor Flonda
e -

Ploase be Patiant,

bandsome nod &'
spocial lsvorite. but he was smployed |
sa & mechsnic sod bad his beech |
a0 g the reet of the emyloyess. He|

ok ¢ | which be anid that e had sucoreded !
-'T”C'i\‘»‘h completizg the road on his owe
“roate ngaivet all odde
Mai. Campbell pokingly remerked

Yesterday morning the Johsson o, éﬂ‘ Haskell, who hnd beon inleo

ity & Carolica Raitrond, from the duesd se a cltiseo of Briatal, was not |
ool 1o the entesprising towe of Bristol, but of Soath Darclios The |

mhraviile, wan foreaally opeaed opowd bad & hearty laugh, and waiked
by the rooning of & epecial traln oot (rom the lunch reom %0 teke the
froan thix place s Embreville crsin 1o return 1o Jolason City

The trais, which Jelt the oty at
7 m, wes under tho mansgement | guvs (hree roaring oheers for tae B
ol Col. T. E. Mateon, and carcied | hrecitle & Jobnson City and the J. C
shout 100 reprevzotatico citizens of g ¢ rosd |
Johome City, inclediog Col. Haskell, ' The train reteraing, reached the
A D, Heyndde and oihers  froms gity st 14 30 o'click, sed & crosd of |
Bristo! Qetighted poople alighted and wesy

Presideot Cary A Wilsen, Baving ghoir  way rejoicing—proed e
gono over the rosd with Yreahdont | sxtied the soos o the coming indus
Pultat and party ¥uaday, did ot e ;tn'n! center of the Souih.

N BRQrR?
J LoV

DETAILE

! maln for the fnemal apeniog ! ———.————
1t war £ lly company, howerer, ! PERRONAL, x
reperd l'xw oo fu fei acvory Witk (O & i\'allrrva—l.‘!nu',':t:v, is 1n
Vot apiciy 2L B Soman the clty |
It would be oo tedious onder " |
tako 1o give parsooal mention of the E. M, May was up from Joseaboro
entlte wasurion, but smong thelyestsrdag,

mAnY Who were along were
Jote H K Carr,J E Cran

u"("z Me aod M, J. A Martin retorsed
el f”}: Wrom Bristod today.

An the tenin pulled out, the pesty

piktos, othars like inverted flower po
snd oven sogar bowle snd alim
mounted by small mounteios of fov
wra of absat every bue in the rainbos
| The bappy girls who sat beseal
1hem were pupile or friends of papi
of the Emerson School of Oretor;
gattered 10 ooy the gradoatiog ©
cital of Mis Caroline Esrpeat, My
Mathilde Motech and Mre. Della My

som cuy

Arrangomenis kave been made 10
give the party & royal reception, The |
oration will be unprecedented ia tho
history of Joheson City |

The lollowing comosities were!
chosen for the orcanion

Committes of Arrangementa—W,
G, Maches, 5. M Mactin, T, E. Matson, |

Commitneo on Musfo—1, F, Cranv |
ey, M. N, Jubnson, W, W. Kirkpat-
rick.

Committee va Deroratinca—t W
Cos, C. W Marsh, L. W, Waed, JUA.
Marlies, M, W, Hargraves, NMadanscs
Hargraves, Collins, Nathes, and Missee
Mary Wildsr aed Eallic Faw

Recepiion Committee—Hon. A A
Taylor, Hoo. T F. Ringiser and Tke 7.
Jobe

Guand of Homor—~Maj A, Cantwell,
J.M Erwio, W, Hodges and G. A K
Pout,

New,

The few represontasives of the sert
[er sex present were jod blabiog |
| their soats by & corpa of sweet Ince
| ushiers, cooaisiing of Miss Hattle Hil

of Malden, who wore & pretly cwiam
of light blae crepe, with ribbou garmn
ture , Mim Srerling Doak, who woe
plok satin, with an illusios overdres
{aad Misw Edoa Liwle in s ompi
gown of pink chins wik. Mr. Fas
1ngs atd Me. Emons aleo asisted.

Mise Carcline Earnest, who looke
Fisanee Committec~d. C. Oam, ST PR 30 5 WSE RS d"l.b
bell, A. B. Bowmse and H.C. l?h‘:: and white Sgured smils, gares socit
dles. wory by lNun Pesry, and mi::n:l

. Ly Meveral encoTer, EAYS VAL L)

The . Commiiige. 9% | PNDpene ""‘uw delineations with an exoellent
mest the Freddent and party ot

Bristol aod will sccompany thees 10 that showed Dar the posssmor of

HIRER 0 markable vorsatility aa an  slocotios
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Former Free Service Tire Store

ET&WNC Depot - 1891




In 1893, the 3-C’s

Railroad halted work due to
losses by British investors.
General Wilder lost
a personal fortune. Banks
failed and Johnson City itself
teetered on the edge of
bankruptcy as the city
held $75,000 of railroad
bonds. The Supreme Court
ruled the city did not have to
repay the bonds as the railroad
was never built.

The boom town of Carnegie
went bust and hard times
lay ahead.

A worldwide Depression

was underway.




NERAL VIEW, NATIONAL SOLDIERS HOME, TENN,
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United States Court House and Post Office.




ADDRESS OF

Hon. W. P. Brownlbw

O THE VOTERS OF THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT







Cost of National Soldiers Home -
$3 Million in 1903
lue of Johnson City - $750,000
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ver 1,000 Men Worked
on Construction Crews
1901 - 1903
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Mountain Home was built as an entire planned campus unlike
other Branches of the Soldiers Home.




October 15, 1903
Open for Business

| Pvt. Jacob Leab
JIOHNNSON CITY, TE N. First Mountain Home enrollee
A3 Enlisted on 9-5-1863
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Mors Hall, U 5 Velwrons Administration
Mounlain Homse, Tannessns

JO-44 NIGHT-TIME SCENE AT U. 5, VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION FACILETY. JOHNSON CITY. TENN




1905 - Unfinished 3C’s Railroad Being Extended

By George L. Carter and Associates...
Plan New Railroad Connecting Clinchfield Coal Fields
to Textile Mills at Spartanburg, South Carolina
The Three C’s was completed as the Carolina, Clinchfield & Ohio RR




QUICK 5[5?\ ICt bh()R’T LIN(

By EN THE

=3y CE \mu v.tsr & SOUTH EAST

George L. Carter fulfilled
General Wilder’s dream
of a railroad across the Blue
Ridge Mountains connecting into
South Carolina. Johnson City’s
railroad prominence increased
when the Clinchfield RR was
completed in 1909.
At a massive celebration in Johnson City
at the Carnegie Hotel on April 14, 1909
guests of honor included George L. Carter

and General J. T. Wilder
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Tennessee

JOHNSON
CITY

Jonesboro
SOUTHER B

This 1915 map shows how three railroads
crossing in_fohnson City have contributed
to its growth. The Southern Railway,
completed as the East Tennessee and
Virginia Railroad in 1858, opened traffic
to Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, New
York City, and the New England states in
the East and to Atlanta, Birmingham,
New Orleans, and Memphis in the South.
In 1915 Johnson City had eighteen pas-
senger [rains arriving and departing
daily.

From 1883 to 1950 the East Tennessee
and Western North Carolina Railroad
carried passengers and freight across the
mountains into North Carolina and on to
the East Coast.

The Carolina, Clinchfield and Ohio
(later Clinchfield) Railroad, accomplished
what the Three-C’s Railroad planned to
do—provide transportation from the
Great Lakes to the Ohio River, across the
mountains, and to the Atlantic Ocean at
Charleston, South Carolina. Map cour-
tesy of Bob Lilly




The College Town

EAST TENNESSEE
STATE UNIVERSITY
S ~ e——

Created by the legislature in 1909, East Tennessee
State Normal School was built on land given by

George L. Carter Official state flag was first

raised at dedication ceremomes on October 10,

1911. The school became a teachers college In

1925, a college in 1943 and a university in 1963
The Quillen-Dishner College of Medicine opened
in 1978. Original classroom building was named

for first president Sidney G. Gilbreath




JOHNSON CITY, TENN.
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Washington College, the oldest seat of learning in the State, if not west
of the Allegheny Mountains. It is non-denominational in its doctrinal
teachings, and students of all beliefs have entre, when of good character,
Tuition in either college is very low, just barely enough to pay expenses.
The colleges are endowed, thus affording very low rates,

Main Building, Eant Tean. State Norinai Seheal,
. Jokison Clep, Tenn '

EAST TENNESSEE NORMAL COLLEGE.

Jomnson City is one of the three cities of the State selected for
the location of a Normal College and Training School.

During the 1908-09 session of the Legislature a bill was passed
authorizing the building of three normal colleges for the training”of
teachers for the public schools of the State, designating that they be
so divided as to give one to each grand division—East, Middle, and
West Tennessegq—and appropriated a million dollars therefor, the
amount_to be equally_divided among the three,

Johnson City offered a bonus of $150,000, forty-two acres of

| ground, free water, and to extend and build 2 macadam roadway, with
| cement sidewalks, leading to it. The Johnson City Traction Company

The location of this grand college at Johnson City at once estab-
lishes it as a leading educational center and places it in the foremost
ranks of cities having good schools.

An agricultural experimental farm will be maintained with the
school, and the training of students in the mechanical arts will be
special features.

The school will be free to residents of the State, a small fee to out-
siders, non-sectarian, admitting both sexes, but run for white pupils
only.

Aside from the msthetical, it will at once become a source of large
revenue to the city. No city, anywhere, will have better schools, nor
will but few be able to offer such wonderful environment—high ele-
vation, beautiful mountain scenery, ideal climate, and pure freestone
water, ;

The city is preparing to build a municipally
owned water plant, bringing the water from the
heart of the mountains where contamination is
impossible. Pure freestone water.















BIRD'S EYE-VIEW OFF TEACHERS COLLEGE
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New John Sevier Hotel

1924






..
N’
Q
=' Weemmmmny T T P 5 ;
_;ﬂ v G A ¢ i ‘____,..-\,p =W
o - b AL fra
AT i _'M.‘){\,l m““
- Windsor Hotel

High Density
Rail Center - 1928

Daily Passenger Trains — 20 to 25
Police Officers — 12

Population — 25,000
(Not Including National Sanitarium - VA)




Frank Walker, head of Columbia Records “hillbilly” S RN L Aol sy

recording division, conducted recording sessions in - f =2 S~ 1929 by Charlie Bowman's danghters,
Johnson City in 1928 and 1929. Walker was a pioneer s ; % % : Jennie and Pauline, in New York.
in the art of remote recording, which was deemed more . - 1
effective than bringing musicians to large northern
cities to record.

Charlie Bowman & the Hill Billies. Charlie was i Viwa~tonal  weiim

a major influence on the distinctive fiddling
style in country music in the '20s and ‘30s,

C C alker was searching for talent from the southeastern mountains. On Saturday,
October 13, 1928, he held auditions at the John Sevier Hotel in Johnson City. The
following week he conducted recording sessions in makeshift studios at the Marshall
Brothers Lumber Company on 334 East Main Street.

£
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:
-
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The Marshall Brothers Lumber Company building, ca. 1930. 15621-D
(140008

RUAAN. P
\——/,—

P opular recordings — such as Roll on Buddy, a bluegrass

standard, by Charlie Bowman and his brothers and Johnson

i heg " . City Blues by Clarence Greene - highlighted the 1928 sessions.

Frank Buckley Walker (1889 — 1963) scouted - —AEE s ded Clarence Ashley’s classic Coo Coo Bird was recorded in October

talent for Columbia Records’ Country Music g T v ey 1929. Frank Walker also was instrumental in the careers of
Division in the 1920s and ‘30s. blues star Bessie Smith and music legend Hank Williams.

Tanding for mwmﬂnww«r-—un“ of Loamareic and Cowmnty Devedoprend Min Sres m-&n ~uvrahutp'uuy-.(-m
Chlexs Olirwse Neted, (mapes Conriary of Archive of Appaiactuz, [xxt Sowncam Siie Uniwrily o lma-un www ssmryR. o




Prior to the Airlines and Highways...
America Traveled by Train
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The Hugh White Family




EAST TENNESSEE and WESTERN NORTH
CAROLINA RAILROAD COMPANY

EXCURSIONS

SUN DAY SEPT
mswday, sept. 20

SPEND A DAY OF WHOLESOME PLEASURING! Go Basket Picnick-
ing, Mountain Hiling, Sight Seeing, Kodaking. Plan now for your next
Sunday’s Outing by going on the World's famed All-Scenic Narrow Gauge
Railroad into the coolness of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Get away from the
sweltering heat of your lowland home by going to -

Boone, N. C.

Also, Roan Mountain, Tenn., Linville

and Linville Gap, N. C.

130 MILES OF DELIGHTFUL TRAVEL THROUGH AMERICA'S
SCENIC WONDERLAND




Thousands packed the excursion cars....
Heading for the scenic High Country
of Western North Carolina...




N. C. RAILWAY

FAMOUS EXCURSION TRAIN ON E. T. & W.
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J. C.-68 A SCENE NEAR JOHNSON CITY, TENN.
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J.C..83  MAIN ST, LOOKING EAST, JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE
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Southern Railroad Train Station » "
1912 - 1972 = The train
P doesn’t stop
here anymore







« New Medical School/

Foundation for 215t Century
1975 - 2000

» Emergence of North

Johnson City

— Hotel/Restaurant
Complex

» Regional Highway

Program

VA Reconstruction
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What are they going to do with our old Soldiers
Home Buildings when the VA closes down?

iNa

tional Soldiers Home
e T —




rNortheast Tennessee

/\correctional Institute
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EAST TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY
Quillen - Dishner
College of Medicine
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VA — Medical School

1978 - 2003
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Employees - 8,000
Students - 15,000
Related Services - ?
Out-Patient Medical







Key Properties Acquired
by City of Johnson City,
Chamber of Commerce,
ETSU &
Private Developers




POPULATION OF JOHNSON CITY

1870 500 (estimated)

1880 685

1890 4,161

1900 4,645

1910 8,501

1920 12,441

1930 25,080

1940 25,332

1950 27,864

1960 31,187 1990 50,354
1970 33,770 2000 56,767
1980 39,753 2010 63,152

All population figures with the exception of the
year 1870 have been taken from the United States
Census Report.













A Johnson's Depot - Johnson City, Tennessee - Railroad History Site - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Greetings from Mayor
Henry Johnson

Chapters

Introduction

Postcards 1
Postcards 2
Postcards 3

Postcards 4

Photo Gallery 1

This website is dedicated to past, current, and
future residents of Johnson City, Tennessee as
well as folks that are just fans of the city and local
history. The site documents the early history of
Johnson City, its unigue railroad roots, and
current restoration efforts underway in the
"Johnson's Depot Historic District" and vicinity
which involve the reconstruction of portions of
the City to the character of a late 19th-early 20th
Century Railroad Town.

Photo Gallery 2

Check back often as photo galleries, reports and
documents, and various scanned memorabilia are
being added to the site constantly. Mayor
Johnson invites you to become a part of his
community whether via the web or as a visitor to
or resident of Johnson's Depot.

Photo Gallery 3

Photo Gallery 4

Henry Establishes a Town

Your Questions Answered by
Henry and his Associates

Photo Gallery 5

Recent Photos ;e )
In the 1850s, Henry Johnson located a store along the proposed path of the East Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia

Railway which seemed an advantageous spot to start a new business. Quite the entrepreneur, Henry established a water
tank For the trains, a Post Office, provided lodging for travelers, and the first railroad depat serving passengers and freight
for the area. In 1869,the community called "Johnson's Depot" was incorporated by the State of Tennessee as Johnson City,
Tennessee, Henry Johnson was the unanimous choice for the City's first Mayor garnering all 60 votes cast by the Town's
registered (male) voters.

Old-Time Music Heritage
Southern Railroad

Tweetsie Railroad (ET&WNC Rebuilding the Railroad Town

Clinchfield Railroad Henry Johnson could not have envisioned how strategic the site of his new store was; as it would become a future major

railroad junction for a three-state area and today is home for a city of 60,000 population, Take a journey through time with
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